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DIRECTOR’S REPORT
The academic year 2012-13 was my first full year as the
Director of the Institute for the Study of the Americas
(ISA) having taken over the Directorship in July 2012.
The headline news of the year was the outcome
of the review of special funding for the School of
Advanced Study (SAS), through which ISA receives
the majority of its funding. We were all delighted
that the review, chaired by Professor Edward Acton,
recommended to the Board of the Higher Education
Funding Council for England that not only should funding to SAS be maintained at the
present level, but that the previous system of quinquennial reviews of such funding, which
had led to difficulties of planning blight, should end and that our funding should henceforth
be provided on a rolling basis.
Notwithstanding, the Acton Review also made a number of recommendations which caused
SAS in general, and ISA in particular, to consider the scope of its coverage. In particular,
the Acton Review asked us to consider the areas of study in which SAS can add tangible
momentum. After significant discussion and evaluation within the School, and consultation
with the Institute’s Advisory Council and other national representative bodies, it was decided
with regret that ISA should cease to provide support for the study of the United States and
Canada. Instead, it should focus its activities on support for scholarship pertaining to Latin
America and the Caribbean, thereby re-establishing itself as the Institute of Latin American
Studies (ILAS). These changes became effective on 1 August 2013.
Despite this changing structural context, 2012-13 saw the establishment of two major new
initiatives at the Institute. First amongst these was our Visiting Stipendiary Fellowship scheme,
in which we engage a small number of scholars with SAS’s mission of research promotion
and facilitation and also provide them with an opportunity to continue their research and
work on their publications using our library, office and other research facilities. We welcomed
Drs Rosie Doyle, Ainhoa Montoya, Tom Packer, Annabel Pinker, and Mattia Toaldo to our
academic community. Their activities and research projects are detailed in their own words in
the following pages of this report, but as Director I was acutely aware of the combined effect
of their presence. Each of them is an outstanding young scholar who will make a mark in their
chosen fields of academia, but cumulatively they brought an energy and dynamism to the
Institute that revitalised and refreshed our outlook. A debt of gratitude is owed to Dr Matthew
Alan Hill who, as our lecturer in US Foreign Policy, co-ordinated and convened this group of
scholars, and in so doing enhanced their tenure beyond what I had hoped. I have no doubt
that you will hear more of all of these colleagues in years to come.
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Director’s Report (cont.)
In 2012-13, we launched our conference grant scheme, which provides funding of up to £2,000
for academic conferences on themes pertaining to the Americas. There were some really
exciting projects this year, and me those that stood out in particular were a conference on
the environmental and social impacts of mining in the Andean region, which is a critical issue
as new mining concessions are being granted. The conference debated how the positive
benefits of mining could be reaped, while dependency on mining might be reduced and the
environmental and social costs minimised. This conference, which was oversubscribed, was
held in conjunction with the Peru Support Group and the Bolivia Information Forum and
included Professor Anthony Bebbington from Clark University, a former Peruvian environment
minister, and representatives of the Bolivian State mining industry, and NGOs. Another
conference on ‘Arts and Belonging the America Today’ organised by Michelle Nicholson
(Queen Mary, University of London) and Patricia Oliart (Newcastle University) welcomed an
oustanding Violeta Luna, a performative artist from Mexico, who provoked discussion about
performance arts and politics. In the field of US studies, the conference convened by Dr
Andrew Johnstone (University of Leicester) and Dr Andrew Priest (Aberystwyth University)
on US Foreign Policy and US Presidential elections was a real highlight. This conference
examined the under-appreciated impact of presidential candidates’ foreign policy stances
on the outcome of US presidential elections. While traditional scholarship would tell us that
it is domestic, and particularly economic, policy that determines elections results (it’s the
economy, stupid!) at this conference a succession of speakers brought forward evidence that
presidential candidates have long crafted their foreign policy stances in the knowledge that
the public will be paying attention, and the clear emergent theme was that this line of enquiry
merits further academic consideration.
Apart from the major conference grants, we continue to support other academic initiatives
and events. Running throughout the Spring Term, I very much enjoyed, a series of monthly
screenings of Argentine films organised by Associate Fellow, Cecilia Sosa, which examined
issues of gender, race, inequality, politics, community, and the future, in dialogue with an
academic critic.
The summer of 2013 therefore finds the Institute at another pivotal moment in its history
with the re-establishment of ILAS that traces its origins back to 1965. I invite you to enjoy
this annual report and I look forward to reporting next year on how we are building on the
Institute’s illustrious past and taking it forward to the next stage in its history.

Professor Linda Newson
Director
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EVENTS
1. Collaborative Networks Colloquium: Culture and the Canada-US Border with Native Studies
Research UK
2. Indigenous Peoples in South America: Land rights and wrongs for Guyana’s Amerindians
3. 3rd International Colombian Caravana UK Lawyers Group: report from the AugustSeptember 2012 mission
4. Daunting challenges still facing post-earthquake Haiti
5. The U.S. Foreign Service: Behind the Scenes of American Diplomacy
6. The Origins of the Missile Crisis: An asymmetric confrontation in a Cold War context
7. The Cuban Missile Crisis: regional perspectives 50 years on
8. Talk and Book Launch: Populism in Venezuela
9. The 2012 US elections: The State of the Race and the Stakes in the Race
10. Celebrating the Day of the Dead: A Showcase of Community Approaches
11. Mining in Colombia and Latin America: will the UN Guiding Principles on Business and
Human Rights improve accountability?
12. Film Screening: Suarez Gold: Afro-Colombian miners defending their heritage
13. Latin American Music Seminar
14. Recasting Commodity and Spectacle in the Indigenous Americas
15. Resources available to Post-graduates in Latin American Studies
16. South American Archaeology Seminar
17. Staging the Future: Argentine Films in Dialogue - Estrellas [Stars] (2007), by Federico León
and Marcos Martínez
18. Challenging the revolutionary order: homosexuality as a destabilizing weapon in the
contemporary Cuban novel
19. Democracy Promotion: Hegemony, Resistance and the Shifting Discourses of Democracy
in International Relations
20. What actually gets transmitted in the “Export” of Democracy?
21. Staging the Future: Argentine Films in Dialogue - El último verano de la boyita [The Last
Summer of La Boyita] (2009), by Julia Solomonoff
22. Alternative Strategies for Mining-based Economies: Mining and Development in the Andean
Region
23. Fifty Years Without JFK: Rethinking Global Diplomacy
24. A Liberal Tide: Towards a paradigm shift in Latin American Migration and asylum policymaking?
25. Staging the Future: Argentine Films in Dialogue - Los guantes mágicos [The Magic Gloves,
2003], by Martin Rejtman
26. Ethnographic Film Screening: ‘Habilito: Debt for Life’
27. The Canning House History Series: Colonial Brazil With Kenneth Maxwell
28. International Conference: Arts and Belonging in the Americas Today
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Events (cont.)
29. A Conference on the Inter-disciplinary Study of Race in the Americas
30. Constitutional Reform and the Commonwealth Caribbean: Democratic Legitimacy and
Constituent Power
31. Bringing the Archive Home: Practical Digitisation Skills Workshop
32. The Canning House History Series: The Liberators Of Spanish America With Matthew
Brown
33. Staging the Future: Argentine Films in Dialogue - Los Rubios [The Blonds] 2003, by
Albertina Carri
34. Round Table Discussion - American Power historically and today - how scholars estimate
and record it.
35. Sino-US Struggles Over Asia: Cultural, Economic and Military Factors in Sino-U.S.
Relations in South-East Asia
36. American Foreign Policy and US Presidential Elections
37. Panel and Book Launch: US Foreign Policy and the Rogue State Doctrine (Alex Miles)
38. Republicans, Liberals and Constitutions in Nineteenth-Century Latin America
39. Latin American Music seminar
40. Panel and Book Launch: ‘The Origins of the US War on Terror’
41. The Echo of Pain of the Many (Guatemala/England, 2012, Armadillo Productions)
42. Enlightening the khipu: views on the Incas’ writing system in 18th century learned circles
43. Staging the Future: Argentine Films in Dialogue - Mia [2011], by Javier van de Couter
44. Human Rights and the Rule of Law in Mexico since 1810
45. South American Archaeology Seminar
46. The State of the Union: Policy Consensus and Division in the US Administration
47. Yumkin – Mayan Experimental Music
48. The Right to Truth, Justice and Reparation in Latin America
49. The Canning House History Series: 20th Century Dictatorships in the Southern Cone with
Prof Anthony Pereira
50. Staging the Future: Argentine Films in Dialogue - El hombre de al lado [The Man next Door,
2009], by Mariano Cohn and Gaston Duprat
51. American Conservatism: Rethinking the US Right
52. ACLAIIR/AGM
53. From Charles Darwin to Lonesome George: Writing the New Animal History in the
Galapagos Islands
54. From Peace to Freedom: Quaker Rhetoric and the Birth of American Antislavery 1659-1761
55. Liberalism in the Americas: Popular, Gendered and Global Perspectives
56. The Canning House History Series: Left-leaning governments in contemporary Latin
America with Dr Geraldine Lievesley
57. Making Freedom: A Community Conference on the 1838 Emancipation of Africans in the
Caribbean
Page 7

CONFERENCE GRANT SCHEME
Alternative Strategies for mining-based economies
4 March 2013
The Institute for the Study of the Americas granted funding for a conference in conjunction with
the Peru Support Group and the Bolivia Information Forum, which provided an opportunity
to debate critical questions on the environmental and social impacts of extractive industries.
The regional focus allowed for a valuable comparative perspective across several countries.

Conference Grant Scheme (cont.)
A Liberal Tide: Towards a Paradigm Shift in Latin American Migration and
Asylum Policy-Making
18 March 2013
In collaboration with the Refugee Law Initiative, the
Institute for Commonwealth Studies, the Human
Rights Consortium, and the Economic & Social
Research Council, the Institute for the Study of the
Americas hosted this day-long conference which
successfully brought together a broad range of
academics, practitioners and policy-makers from
Europe, Latin America and North America. The
conference allowed them to analyse and debate
recent trends in asylum seeking, migratory flows
in Latin America, and local and regional policy
responses to these issues.

As extractive industries expand throughout the region, the granting of new concessions has
become increasingly contentious. In Peru, the total area of territory under concession to mining
firms has increased by over 800% in less than twenty years. This has been accompanied by
a dramatic increase in both the number and intensity of social conflicts. Similar patterns apply
in Bolivia and Ecuador. As a result, questions have been raised about the risks associated
with depending on a handful of non-renewable commodities to sustain national economies.
As well as short-term price fluctuations, there are longer term considerations over what
development strategy to pursue when resources run out.
Using the Andean region as a case study, this day-long conference explored how the positive
developmental impacts of mining can be maximised, whilst minimising detrimental effects.
It also critically examined how countries might, in the longer term, diversify away from
dependence on revenue from non-renewable commodity exports.
The event featured scholars and practitioners from
the Bolivian state mining company, Simon Bolivar
University, Ecuador, the University of Oxford, the
Overseas Development Institute (ODI) and a former
Peruvian environment minister – thereby offering
a rare opportunity to cross boundaries between
decision makers, academia, and the private sector.
Delegates to the conference included a significant
number of Latin American embassies, Foreign
Office officials, academics, students, relevant NGOs
and members of the European civil society network,
Plataforma Europa-Perú.

The themed panels covered: empirical migration dynamics within Latin America; the role played
by regional organisations in developing national migration policies; convergences and disjunctures
in national migration policies across Latin America; novel patterns of asylum measures and the
migration/asylum crossover. These presentations were largely based on original research and
produced important insights into the broader themes of the conference.
The academics who served as panel chairs were all experts in the field who were able to offer useful
comments and generate substantial discussion around the presentations. Vigorous debate on these
issues was further promoted by the high level of expertise among other delegates, including senior
academics, migration/asylum practitioners and diplomatic representatives of various Latin American
countries.

La Rinconada, Peru
Image courtesy by Albert Gonzalez

The conference organisers will promote the legacy of the conference through sustaining a
network of interested specialists and a website will be developed to share papers and video
footage from the conference, with scope for additional resources and comments to be added.
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March for Immigrants LA, CA, 1 May 2006

The conference was immensely popular, filling the venue to capacity with 70-75 guests. The feedback
received from participants was extremely positive, including specific commendation from the various
Latin American diplomats who attended. The network of contacts is to be maintained and a selection
of the presentations given is to be published in the form of an edited volume.
The conference furthered the objectives of the School of Advanced Study in a number of
respects, demonstrating that both ISA and the RLI remain at the cutting-edge and lead debate
on crucial contemporary issues. The conference reemphasised the core function of the School
as a convenor of national and international networks and, in line with the School’s mandate, it
facilitated interdisciplinary conversations between academics from divergent fields, including Latin
American Studies, Sociology, Philosophy and Law. Furthermore, the conference promoted extensive
collaboration between different Institutions and bodies within the School itself.
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Conference Grant Scheme (cont.)
A Conference on the Inter-Disciplinary Study of Race in the Americas
16-17 April 2013
This conference was hosted by the Institute for the Study of the Americas, in collaboration
with the British Sociological Association Study Group and the Hispanic Studies Department
at the University of Warwick. It aimed to bring together academics from across the UK
with common interests in the study of race, in order to facilitate the sharing of research
and generate discussion. The conference was also to serve as a starting block for the
establishment of an interdisciplinary research unit, the Race in the Americas (RITA) group,
to encourage collaborative projects and to hold regular conferences and seminars.
The conference was a one-and-a-half day event which lured delegates from the universities of
Oxford, Warwick and Edinburgh, among others. The keynote speech was given by Professor
Desmond S King of Oxford University, who discussed Civil Rights in the US. Other topics
explored included Mexican ‘Indigenismo’ and racial classifications; race issues in Jamaica;
and depictions of race in the arts. The final panel introduced the new Centre for the Study of
Race, Racism and Ethnicity Studies which has been set up at the University of Canterbury,
Christ Church. The conference concluded with a perf file:///T:/ILAS/Admin/Pictures/ILAS/
RITA.png ormance by the acclaimed Jamaican dub poet Jean ‘Binta’ Breeze, who read,
sang and improvised her material prior to a brief discussion of her work and a Q&A session.
The conference was hugely successful, bringing together a wide range of research topics
and approaches, and the feedback received was extremely positive. The development of
a Race in the Americas (RITA) group has picked up considerable momentum since the
conference, and there has been discussion of collaboration between the RITA group and
the Centre for the Study of Race, Racism and Ethnicity Studies. The RITA group is currently
collaborating with Warwick University’s Comparative American Studies (CAS) and Film
Studies departments in organising the ‘New Conceptions in Jazz’ conference, to be held in
April 2014. An edited volume, which will gather and publish a selection of papers presented
at the first RITA conference, is under way.

Conference Grant Scheme (cont.)
Constitutional Reform and the Commonwealth Caribbean: Democratic
Legitimacy and Constituent Power
19 April 2013
The Institute for the Study of the Americas hosted this conference focusing on the issues
of constitutionalism and constitutional reform in the Commonwealth Caribbean. It sought
to determine whether the processes by which Commonwealth Caribbean constitutions
were originally enacted, as well as the procedures that currently govern their reform, serve
to enhance or to undermine their claims to democratic legitimacy. Although constitutional
reform is an ongoing process, it has seen increased momentum in the last decade as almost
every country in the region has appointed a Constitutional Reform Commission to review
their constitution.
The conference included a diverse range of speakers – who had not previously shared a
platform –including academics from the UK, the Commonwealth Caribbean and Puerto Rico,
as well as a legal adviser to the FCO. Thus, it was able to bring together Caribbean and Latin
American perspectives on the issues raised, as well as insight from outside the academic
community. The audience comprised an equally diverse range of participants, including a
representative from the Commonwealth Secretariat, a law draftsman working on the British
Overseas Territories, academics from around the UK, doctoral students, and members of the
Constitutional review Commission of the Bahamas who had travelled to London especially
for the Conference. Feedback from attendees indicated that the conference had been
enlightening, stimulating and challenging.
A secondary aim was to allow space for further
discussion of the broader issues, and to build
networks off the back of the conference.
Therefore, all of the papers presented were
subsequently circulated electronically to the
speakers and members of the audience. As
a result, a number of networks have already
been established and it is hoped that these
will result in some joint grant applications
being made in the future. Two members of the
panel have already worked collaboratively on
a journal article.
Map of the West Indies 1841 Goodrich atlas
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Conference Grant Scheme (cont.)
Bringing the Archive Home: Practical Digitisation Skills Workshop
24 April 2013
For the first time this year, the Institute ran a hands-on
workshop aimed at training scholars in the practical elements of
archival research. This was a collaborative endeavour involving
members of the Senate House Libraries, the Warburg Institute
and the British Library. Many archives in Latin America lack
reprographic facilities but allow scholars to take digital images
themselves, so this workshop was devised as an introduction to
basic techniques that can be employed by non-specialists.
After an introductory talk on archival research in Latin America,
experts from the Warburg Institute and Senate House Libraries,
Ian Jones and Dave Jackson, showed attendees how to adjust
camera settings for different light conditions and to capture
images of materials in different formats, such as newspapers,
maps, glossy paper, and tight-bound books. Subsequently,
Manuscript
the Digital Curator at the British Library, Stella Wisdom,
demonstrated how to devise and use a file naming protocol to enable the easy retrieval of
information; how to use free open source software to improve the quality of images; and how
to use social media to create networks to share images.
The session was concluded by an introduction to the Endangered Archives Programme
(EAP), which provides generous funding for the digitisation of endangered archival material
dating from the pre-industrial era. It aims to train local people in archival organization and
digitisation so that they can maintain their own heritage. Dr Ramos of the University of
Cambridge talked about the project that she had conducted in Huacho, Peru, where she
digitised records of baptisms, marriages, burials, and confraternities in nineteen parishes
from the late 16th - mid 20th century. The records are now available on the EAP website at:
http://eap.bl.uk/index.a4d.
It was hoped that the session would encourage others to seek funding to digitise archival
material that is endangered through age, neglect, conflict or forces of nature. Professor Linda
Newson commented that “I wish I had known, when I first started to visit Latin American
archives, the sorts of techniques in which the group has been trained today...” Despite being
the first year it had been run, the workshop was oversubscribed and well received. It is
therefore hoped to run it again in 2014.
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Conference Grant Scheme (cont.)
American Foreign Policy and US Presidential Elections
26 April 2013
In collaboration with the US Embassy, the Institute for the Study of the Americas hosted
a conference exploring the relationship between American presidential elections and US
foreign policy. This relationship is currently underdeveloped in the academic literature and
there is a gap in its understanding – a gap which this conference addressed directly.
It is usually assumed that domestic factors, especially the economy, are most influential
when people enter the voting booth. However, foreign policy plays an important part for some
people and, crucially, it is seen to do so by presidential candidates. Therefore, the perception
that voters care about foreign policy has a profound effect on the way that presidents craft
their campaign narratives and foreign policies. These considerations were the main focus
on the day.
All papers focused on a particular election, examining how candidates were influenced
by foreign policy issues in their campaigns, especially in how they framed their campaign
narratives. Many papers also considered how the conduct of election campaigns affected
subsequent foreign policy. It was found that foreign policy issues were of considerable
importance for candidates, though the deeper concerns were why that was the case, and
how that importance manifested itself in the campaign.
Conference speakers represented a range of levels from early career to senior, including
academics from prestigious institutions in the US, the UK and Ireland. Other individuals in
attendance included academics based locally, postgraduate students, and emeritus staff.
The majority of attendees were historians of US foreign
relations, though the conference also attracted political
scientists and economists whose contributions helped to
stretch the disciplinary boundaries of the event. The day
ended with a conference dinner funded by the universities
of Aberystwyth and Leicester. It was a great success, with
feedback from participants and attendees suggesting that
it was both stimulating and enjoyable.
Presidents at the Clinton Library
18 November 2004 in Little Rock, AK
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REPORTS FROM STIPENDIARY FELLOWS

Dr Rosie Doyle
Visiting from January to June 2013

Dr Anabel Pinker
Visiting from October 2012 to May 2013
Annabel’s research interest was largely focused on emergent
political practices in Peru and novel possibilities for rethinking
the state. During her time here she conducted six weeks’
fieldwork in Ollantaytambo, Peru; organised an ethnographic film
screening; and ran a workshop on Peruvian state infrastructure
and decentralisation. She presented a number of papers at the
Centre for Research on Socio-Cultural Change, as well as publishing several articles on
Peruvian development, statecraft and public engineering in edited collections and peerreviewed journals. Meanwhile, she was also engaged in tutorial activities at the University of
Cambridge, leading a short course on Ethnographic interview technique for PhD and MRes
students and teaching a 2nd Year undergraduate class on Religion & Politics.

Dr Ainhoa Montoya
Visiting from January to June 2013
Dr Montoya’s primary research interests were cultural memory,
democracy and human rights in Latin America. As such, she
organised the screening of a film exploring transitional justice
and human rights in Guatemala, and later a conference on Latin
American truth commissions in conjunction with the Human Rights
Consortium. She engaged extensively with the scholarly community
by attending conferences both within the University of London and at outside institutions,
and by participating in an ISA reading group on democratisation. She worked as an editor
for the journal Anthropology Matters, but also wrote her own articles on public security and
bottom-up transitional justice in El Salvador. She took a short course on the production
of ethnographic documentaries, with a view to disseminating her future research via the
medium of film.
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Reports from Stipendiary Fellows (cont.)

Rosie’s research focused on 18th-19th century Latin American political
history. She ran a workshop on human rights and the rule of law in 19th
century Mexico and presented her research on insurrections in the region
during the same period. She travelled to Madrid to speak at a conference on
democracy in the 18th and 19th centuries, and later to Leeds to partake in
an international symposium on nation building in Latin America. Rosie wrote
articles on the right to insurrection and constitution-making for an edited
volume, Nation Building and Nationalism in Spain and Latin America, 18081914: Comparative Perspectives. Amongst other research networks, she joined the Society for the
History of Women in the Americas. She often collaborated with other ISA fellows, chairing panels for
Dr Montoya, Dr Hill and Dr Packer, and was an active participant in the democratisation reading group.

Dr Tom Packer
Visiting from January to June 2013
Dr Packer’s research focused on late 20th century US history, with
particular regards to political, racial and religious issues. He organised
a conference on ‘Rethinking American Conservatism’ which attracted a
prestigious keynote speaker from Columbia University. Tom turned the
proceedings of the conference into an edited collection so that it would
be available for use by others as a research tool. He was a speaker on
the Historians of the Twentieth Century US panel, where he explored
the alliances between Democrats and radical rightwing Republicans
in the 1970s-80s. He also spoke at the American Politics Group, on the historical roots and nature
of ideological polarization in the US. He worked on expanding the chronological focus and broader
themes of his PhD thesis, with a view to redrafting it into a monograph.

Dr Matia Toaldo
Visiting from January to June 2013
Mattia’s main interests whilst at ISA were the US foreign policy élite
and transitions towards democracy in the Arab World. He organized an
international conference on ‘Constitutionalism and the Arab Uprisings’
which was held at the British Academy; shortly afterwards, he organized
the launch for his book, The Origins of the US War on Terror (Routledge,
2012). Mattia gave presentations at a number of conferences and
research seminars, attended a host of external events, and joined a Geneva-based international
research network on terrorism and the Cold War. The articles which Dr Toaldo wrote during his
time here were published in the peer-reviewed journals Libyan Studies and The Italian Journal of
Geopolitics. His paper for the conference on ‘Constitutionalism and the Arab Uprisings’ is to be
published by Cambridge University Press in an edited volume early in 2014.
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PROJECTS’ REPORTS

Projects’ Reports (cont.)

The Liberalism in the Americas

Women and US Foreign Policy

The Liberalism in the Americas online repository supports comparative,
transnational and collaborative research into how liberalism shaped
political culture, economic policy, social development, international
relations and intellectual culture in Latin America during the nineteenth
century. An extraordinary digital library of resources, including political
pamphlets and judicial records, has been created that speaks to
the development of liberal thought and praxis in Argentina, Peru,
and Mexico. The project has developed an associated network of
approximately 100 members from around the world.

The Women and US Foreign Policy Interview Project examines the multidimensional
relationship between US Foreign Policy (USFP) and women.

It is through the determined efforts of Dr Sarah Backhouse that this resource has come to fruition.
With support from Dr Deborah Toner (University of Leicester) and Dr Matthew Alan Hill, and with
support from the British Library, a total 956 documents, representing 24,550 separate pages, have
been created. This unique resource, which renders its subject matter universally available and in
stunning detail, can be accessed at http://liberalism-in-americas.org/ and is a powerful and valuable
resource for scholars researching and charting the rise of liberal thought in Latin America in the
period 1770 to 1930.

The Atlantic Archive

Online archive
http://atlantic-archive.org/

The Atlantic Archive: UK-US Relations in an Age of Global War
1939-1945 examines official British perspectives towards the
United States during the Second World War on political, economic
and social issues. In 2012-13 the project, which was led by Dr
Matthew Alan Hill and made use of three research assistants,
continued to make available online diplomatic communiqués and
other documents relating to the political, economic and social
aspects of UK-US relations with particular regard to the postwar economic international order, race relations between British,
Commonwealth and American soldiers and UK-US sovereignty
disputes over Pacific islands.

Approximately 8,400 images of documents have been made available through this project for
use anywhere in the world. The online resource, which can be accessed at http://atlantic-archive.
org/ was showcased at the 2012 Transatlantic Studies Association Annual Conference at the
University College Cork. It is hoped that the new availability of the documents stored in the project’s
repository will open many new avenues of historical enquiry, to follow the lead set by Dr Hill’s
paper Contesting sovereignty over Pacific Islands during WWII: The UK versus the US presented
at the Circulación De Ideas Y Modelos Sociales En Perspectiva Transatlántica conference in
Madrid in November 2012.
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The role of women as both makers and recipients
of US foreign policy has become more pronounced
in recent years. From Jeane Kirkpatrick in the
1980s and Madeleine Albright in the 1990s to
Condoleezza Rice and Hilary Clinton in the twentyfirst century, women have achieved significant
foreign policy power in the United States.
Hillary Clinton
1 August in Istanbul, Turkey

Many mainstream scholars however, continue to under-represent these developments and
little attention is given to how their gender may or may not impact on their statecraft. The
interviews that comprise this project move to reverse this trend by compiling a comprehensive
resource for researchers to draw on, which includes interviews with significant players in US
foreign policy.
The online repository was launched at the
BISA US Foreign Policy Working Group at
the University of Warwick conference entitled
Globalisation & American Grand Strategy in
a Time of Austerity which included panels to
frame and explore the relationships between
women and the foreign policy of all states,
relations which are often ignored in more
traditional discussions of foreign policy.
Project Hub Home Page
http://wandusfp.sas.ac.uk/
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LIBRARY

FINANCIAL STATEMENTS
The joint SHL/ISA collections have continued to benefit from
donations by individual library users. In addition, the collections
received a major donation from Canning House: the Canning
House Film Collection. The films are being processed and
will appear on the library catalogue. The library would like to
record its thanks to Canning House for this valuable addition
to the ILAS film and documentary collection. Cataloguing work
on the Prof. Victor Bulmer Thomas Central America Collection
continues.

On the U.S. side, the library received a donation of 150+ items on African American and Cold War
History, as well as two scrapbooks of press cuttings regarding Governor Al Smith's nomination and
campaign for the US Presidency in 1928 (compiler unfortunately unknown). The former have been
processed, and Dr. Hill is evaluating the latter.
The Library hosted Bringing the Archive Home: Practical Digitisation Skills Workshop on Wednesday
24th April 2013. This Institute event was in collaboration with the Warburg Institute and the British
Library, and took the form of a hands-on workshop to train scholars in the practical elements of
archival research, with a particular emphasis upon capturing digital images of archival material in
order to use them away from the archive at a later date.
Christine Anderson was invited to join the British Association for American Studies Libraries
and Resources Committee (BLARs). The group exists to promote the use of major US Studies
collections held in national libraries to members of British Association for American Studies, as
well as serving as a consultative committee for the main BAAS executive on issues related to
libraries and librarianship.
She also continued as Secretary for ACLAIIR (Advisory Council on Latin American and Iberian
Information Resources), whose 2013 AGM and Annual Seminar was hosted by the Institute on
Tuesday 18 June 2013. ACLAIIR would like to thank the Institute, and its Director, Linda Newson,
who gave the introduction and welcome to the event.
Together with Dr. Elizabeth Cooper of the British Library (also ACLAIIR), Christine conducted a
session on Latin American library resources for PiLAS (Postgraduates in Latin American Studies)
in November 2012. A further session for PiLAS is planned for November 2013 at the BL, to be
conducted by Dr. Aquiles Alencar Brayner and Christine Anderson.
Membership of REDIAL (Red Europea de Información y Documentación sobre América Latina),
an association formed by 43 libraries and documentation centres in 12 European countries, was
further developed in June 2013, putting the Institute and the Latin American library collections in
closer contact with their sister institutions and their collections in Europe.
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Financial Staments (cont.)
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Financial Staments (cont.)
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