
Cerro Blanco is a gold and silver mine in the municipality of
Asunción Mita, Jutiapa Department, Guatemala. It is 15km
from the border with El Salvador in the Trifinio cross-border
biodiversity region. See Map
 

2010
Guatemalan and Salvadoran social organizations
meet Guatemalan legislators and officials to press
Cerro Blanco environmental concerns.

Cerro Blanco mining project presented at Ethics
Tribunal on Border Mining in Latin America. 
 
Salvadoran and Guatemalan human rights
ombudsman visit Cerro Blanco to assess impacts.

Guatemala and Salvadoran NGOs block border in
protest.

Demonstration against mining and increased
violence in municipality of Jutiapa. 

Campesino organizations march to Guatemala
City demanding action on land rights and
natural resources.

El Salvador's vice-president urges Guatemala to
halt mining at Cerro Blanco that could
contaminate the Lempa river, an essential water
supply for El Salvador.

IACHR holds thematic hearing on human rights
affected by metallic mining in El Salvador.

2013
Presidents of Guatemala and El Salvador
announce bi-national commission to analyse
impact of mine. 

Archbishop of El Salvador proposes international
legal complaint against Cerro Blanco mine. 

Salvadoran National Network against Metallic
Mining (La Mesa) calls for suspension of Cerro
Blanco project. 

Goldcorp suspends operations at Cerro Blanco. 

NGOs from El Salvador, Guatemala and Nicaragua
start information exchange initiative on
experiences of defending environmental rights
against extractive projects. 
 
Bluestone Resources Inc. purchases Entre Mares
from Goldcorp and assumes ownership of Cerro
Blanco project.
 
Civil society forum on extractives and human
rights in Guatemala.
 

Guatemalan and Honduran civil society
demonstrations against Goldcorp's
presence in Guatemala.

Guatemalan indigenous organizations protest
against government attempt to regulate
community consultation process.  

UNESCO recognises the Trifinio Fraternidad
transboundary biosphere reserve. 

General Mining Law passed.

Entre Mares de Guatemala SA, subsidiary of
Canadian corporation, Glamis Gold, granted gold
and silver mining exploration licence for Cerro
Blanco.

El Salvador, Guatemala and Honduras sign Treaty
for Trifinio Plan (transboder biosphere 
reserve).

2016

International seminar on finance and extractive
industry held in Guatemala as civil society,
academics and policy makers increasingly engage
with issues relating to extractives.  
 
Regional Forum on the Impact of Mining in Central
America, held in Guatemala City. 

First community consultation on Cerro Blanco
mining project takes place in municipality of
Quesada, Jutiapa. 

This timeline forms part of the Juridification of Resource Conflicts project at the Institute of Latin American Studies,
School of Advanced Studies, University of London, in partnership with Centro de Investigaciones y Estudios Superiores en
Antropología Social (CIESAS), Mexico City. This project is funded by the British Academy’s Sustainable Development
Programme, supported under the UK Government's Global Challenges Research Fund.
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First Environmental Impact Assessment (EIA)
carried out by Glamis Gold.
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Glamis Gold merges with another Canadian
corporation, Goldcorp Inc.

Government approves EIA and awards Entre
Mares de Guatemala licence to exploit
Cerro Blanco.

2014

2017

2018
Bluestone Resources carries out feasibility study
to restart exploitation at mine.  

Bluestone feasibility study published promoting
rapid restart to mining at Cerro Blanco.
 
Guatemalan legislators meet with ministers and
human rights ombudsman as well as civil society
to hear evidence concerning health implications of
high levels of water contamination in area
surrounding Cerro Blanco mine.

Bluestone starts engineering work at Cerro 
Blanco site in partnership with G Mining Services
Inc. to begin process to restart exploitation.
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